QUEENSLAND AIR MUSEUM

Founded 1974.
Located at Caloundra Airport on
Oueensland’s Sunshine Coast

“The Thursday Engine Gang”

THE LOCKHEED VENTURA STORY

One of QAM’s long term volunteer work projects is the restoration of our Lockheed Ventura.
This aircraft, serial numbered A59-96 served with the RAAF 13 Squadron towards the end of World War II.

After its disposal in 1948, both engines and undercarriage were removed and the wings were chopped off with an axe!
The fuselage spent many years on a property near Brunswick Heads, NSW, sitting on the ground out in the open, being
used to store firewood.

QAM acquired the remains in May 1991.

After much TLC it now has a complete tail assembly, the fuselage is much repaired and its undercarriage and wheels
have been fitted.

Both inner wing sections which were extensively damaged are being repaired.

The Museum has a Lockheed Hudson port (left) wing, requiring substantial repair, which will eventually be fitted to the
fuselage. A starboard (right) has yet to be acquired.

The engines currently being restored are those originally fitted. When A59-96 was put up for disposal by RAAF, the
engines were removed and spent the next thirty odd years lying in a paddock near the fuselage, exposed to the elements.
The port engine was restored by QAM volunteers in 2006 and restoration by the ‘Thursday Engine Gang'’ is about to
commence on the second engine. As yet QAM does not have the engine cowls or propellers.

See the Thursday Engine Gang at the:-

Queensland Air Museum Open Cockpit Weekend
5" & 6™ July 2008

Opening times 10am to 4pm daily. Admission charges: Adult $9, Child $6 Concession $7 and Family $22
(2 adults + 3 children). The Museum is located at Pathfinder Drive, Caloundra Airport on the Sunshine Coast.

General enquiries call (07) 5492 5930 or visit www.gam.com.au for further Open Cockpit Weekend details.
For special Open Cockpit Weekend accommodation packages, please call 1800 644 969 or visit
www.caloundratourism.com.au

This event sponsored by Caloundra Tourism Inc. and supported by Rydges Oasis Resort Caloundra
and Chopperline Helicopter Flight Training

For further Media information contact Organizing Committee James Wing: 0411 751 858
David Beazley: 0407 672 359


http://www.qam.com.au/
http://www.caloundratourism.com.au/

